Will of William Shenston Esquire 5 February 1763

This is the last will and testament of me William Shenston Esquire First I will order and direct that all my just debts be paid and I subject and charge all my real and personal estate with the payment thereof together with my legacies in case the estate I have particularly devised to my executors shall not be sufficient I give devise and bequeath All that my estate part whereof is leasehold and other part freehold commonly called or reputed by the name of the Leasows Farm together with the Priory House and land and other lands in Hay Wood lately exchanged with Lord Lyttelton to my dear cousin Mr John Hodgetts of Birmingham for and during his natural life and from and after his decease to my dear cousin Edward Cooke of Edinburgh his heirs and assigns for ever But in case my said cousins shall think the pleasure of so neat a place is not equivalent to the money they can make of itI recommend it to them to offer it for sale to some of my chief friends preferring the Right Honourable John Grey youngest son of Lord Stamford and such others in reversion whose names I may hereafter commit to writing. I give to my cousin John Shenston and his heirs All that my estate at the Quinton in the parish of Halesowen called Ivey Farm And all that my house in Birmingham in the holding of one Richards a butcher with the appurtenances And I recommend it to Miss Shenston of Birmingham to consider him and his large family by which means it may be probable some part of our estate may again unit I give to my servant Mary Cutler one annuity or yearly rent charge of thirty pounds clear of taxes and all other outgoings to be paid and payable to her half yearly from my death during her natural life and I subject and charge All that my estate in Church hill in the holding of Benjamin Whitaker with the payment thereof with power of entry poer of distress and all other remedies for securing payment thereof which is are or shall be provided by law for recovery of rents. I give to each of my men and my other maid servant mourning and five pounds cash over and above what I shall be indebted to them at my death and I also desire my servant Mary Cutler may be paid what I shall be indebted to her over and besides her annuity. I give and devise to my cousin Mary the wife of Richard Southall and her heirs for ever a like clear annuity of ten pounds from my death to be payable half yearly and with which I subject and charge all my estates hereinafter devised for payment of my debts with like remedies for recovery thereof as for the annuity of thirty pounds before mentioned. I give to my cousins John Sanders and William Sanders of Tardebigg one hundred pounds each. I give to Miss Elizabeth Hodgetts sister to Mr John Hodgetts of Birmingham one hundred pounds and to her sister Anne Hodgetts fifty pounds to buy them mourning and to the said John Hodgetts and my good friends Mr Robert Dodesley bookseller in London and the Reverend Mr Richard Graves of Claverton near Bath whom I constitute executors of this my will one hundred pounds each to buy them mourning. I also order and direct that my executors shall have particular regard to anything I shall leave under my hand as a disposition of my books and personal estate as though it was directed in this my will I also order and direct that my old servant Mary Arnold shall be removed to the care of the said Mary Cutler and for her maintenance for life the said Mary Cutler shall also be intitled to a further annuity of six pounds half yearly from my death payable out of the estates hereinafter devised to my executors and as I have disposed of the estate mentioned to be exchanged with Lord Lyttelton and it having been proposed that the estate in the holding of William Shaw shall be hold by Lord Lyttelton in exchange which is not yet completed I will and direct that until such exchange shall be carried into execution the said farm in the holding of William Shaw shall be held with and considered as a part of my Leasows estate. I give and bequeath to the said John Hodgetts Richard Dodesley and Richard Graves (my executors) and to their heirs executors and assigns as well all my personal estate as also all my freehold and leasehold estates following (that is to say) all my said estates at Church hill in the several holdings of Benjamin Whitaker and Thomas Perks all that my estate in Romsley in possession of George Smith and John Higgs all those my houses in Halesowen in the holdings of William Burton and Joseph Grove and all other my messuages lands and hereditaments not herein before disposed of with the appurtenances upon trust that they the said John Hodgetts Richard Dodesley & Richard Graves and the survivor of them his or their heirs executors and administrators do and shall with all convenient speed after my decease  sell and dispose thereof subject to the annuities charged thereon and thereout pay and satisfy all my debts legacies and funeral expenses so far as the same will thereto extend and in case any surplus after payment thereof and the costs and expenses of my executors I give and bequeath one moiety thereof to the said John Hodgetts and the other moiety to be equally divided amongst the sisters of the said John Hodgetts namely the said Elizabeth and Ann. I humbly entreat Lord Stamford’s influence with my executors to adjust any disputes or questions that may arise unto or amongst my executors or others claiming under my will with my heirs at law or next of kin. And it is my will and intent to exclude any of my debts by any legacies hereby given to them or any of them In witness whereof I have hereunto put my hand and seal the fifth day of February one thousand seven hundred and sixty three
										Will: Shenstone
Signed sealed published and declared by William Shenston the testator above named as and for his last will and testament in the presence of us who in his presence and at his request have subscribed our names as witnesses hereto 
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