
Will of Joseph Smith, Halesowen, Nailfactor. 1780
In the name of God Amen I Joseph Smith of the Parish of Halesowen in the County of Salop Nailfactor, being weak in body but of sound mind and understanding (Blessed be God for the same) do make and ordain this my last will and testament in manner following, that is to say First I commit my body to the earth to be decently interred at the discretion of my executor hereinafter named And as to my Worldly Estate I dispose thereof as followeth, First I hereby order and appoint that all my just debts and Funeral expenses be fully paid off and discharged: After which I give and bequeath unto my loving wife Ann Smith the weekly sum of four shillings of lawful money of Great Britain to be paid to her weekly by my said executor or out of the personal effects which I shall die possessed of for and during the term of her natural life And from and after her decease I give and devise unto my brother Jessie Smith’s children and unto my sister Bridget Follows her children all my said personal effects, to be equally divided among all the children of my said Brother and Sister Also I hereby empower Mr. Ambrose Foley of the said Parish of Halesowen and County aforesaid to sell all my said personal effects and to put money arising therefrom to Interest, and to pay to the said children yearly what part of ye interest thereof which shall be more than the said weekly sum of four shillings herein before given to my said Wife, Ann Smith;  hereto nominating and appointing the said Mr. Ambrose Foley executor of this my last Will and Testament.  In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 25th day of May 1780 Signed sealed published and declared by the within named Testator to be his last will and testament in the presence of 


P. Wilmot        Joseph Westwood                                  The mark   X  of Joseph Smith 
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