Will of  William Smith of St Kenelms p Halesowen 30 November 1734


In the name of God Amen I William Smith of St Kenelms in the parish of Halesowen and County of Salop being sick and weak in body but of sound mind and memory do make my last will in manner following First and principally I commend my soul into the hands of Almighty God my Creator hoping through the death and passion of my Blessed Lord and Saviour to obtain pardon of all my sins and to inherit everlasting life my body I commit to the earth to be decently buried at the discretion of my executors hereinafter named and for such worldly estate as it hath pleased Almighty God to entrust me with in this world I dispose thereof as followeth after my debts and funeral expenses be thereout first paid and discharged Item I give unto my son William Smith forty shillings to be paid to him at my decease Item I give unto my daughter Sarah Smith forty shillings to be paid to her at my decease Item I give and bequeath to my daughter Hannah Smith two hundred and four score pounds to be paid to her by my son Joseph Smith within twelve months next after my decease Item I give and bequeath to my son John Smith my estate in the parish of Audley and County of Salop called or known by the name of Romsley Hall now in the possession of  my son John Smith with all houses outhouses barns stables lands meadows pastures and with all the appurtenances thereunto belonging to him and his heirs for ever paying to his mother six pounds a year quarterly during her natural life Item I give and bequeath to my son Joseph Smith my estate called the Cow it being in the parish of Halesowen and County of Salop I likewise give unto my son Joseph Smith a close called Aimes Croft and that other parcel of land which I purchased of William Colsebey and Joseph Brettell now in the holding of Adam Haden and Thomas Norris with all the buildings thereunto belonging except that part of the house I now dwell in which I reserved for his mothers life all the rest of the house barns and outbuildings I give unto my son Joseph Smith to him and his heirs for ever paying yearly and every year six pounds quarterly to his mother and paying to his sister Hannah Smith two hundred and four score pounds within twelve months next after my decease as it is before expressed Item I give unto my daughter Mary Pen four score pounds to be paid her out of the yearly rents of my two estates the Rose and Crown and Coften Estate by my executrix hereinafter named Item I give and bequeath to my daughter Eleanor Smith my estate at Burcot in the parish of Bromsgrove and County of Worcester with all the buildings gardens lands and appurtenances thereunto belonging to her and her heirs for ever Item I give and bequeath to my daughter Eleanor Smith all my copyhold land which is at my dispose and a parcel of land which I bought of John Guist John Rogers and Joseph Brettell called Rogers or Broadway Field all of them being in the parish of Halesowen and County of Salop with all ways and appurtenances thereunto belonging to her and her heirs for ever Item I give and bequeath to my daughter Betty Smith my estate at the Gannow called New Town it being in the parish of Bromsgrove and County of Worcester with all the buildings gardens meadows leasows and pastures with all ways and appurtenances thereunto belonging to her and her heirs for ever Item I give unto my daughter Betty Smith one hundred and thirty pounds more to be paid her out of the rents of my two estates the Rose and Crown and Coften Estate by my executrix hereinafter named Item I give and bequeath to my son Jacob Smith my estate in Bromsgrove parish and County of Worcester called the Rose and Crown with all the buildings gardens meadows leasows and pastures thereunto belonging the reversion and remainder thereof unto him and his heirs for ever Item I give and bequeath to my son Jacob Smith my other estate in the parish of Coften Hackett and County of Worcester aforesaid with all the buildings meadows leasows and pastures the reversion and remainder thereof unto him and his heir for ever My will is that  my executrix shall be guardian to my two younger children Betty Smith and Jacob Smith till they attain the age of twenty one and to receive the rents and pay the two legacies out of the rents of the Rose and Crown and Coften Estates to my two daughters Mary Pen and Betty Smith Item I give unto my loving wife Sarah all my goods chattels cattle ready money and personal estate whatsoever to enable her to pay my debts and funeral expenses and I do hereby make my loving wife Sarah sole executrix of this my last will revoking all wills by me heretofore made In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this thirteenth day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and thirty four










William Smith

Witness

Bunah Wilkes 

Joseph Creswell 

Adam Haden

Proved at London 31 Oct 1735 by Sarah Smith widow the relict  

