Will of Richard Brettell of Romsley Co Salop yeoman 18 July 1601

In the name of God amen the xviiith day of July in the forty and three year of the reign of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth I Richard Brettell of  Romsley in the County of Salop yeoman being in regard of my great age weak in body but of a good remembrance God be praised therefore considering with myself that I am born to die and that I owe nature a death and nothing more certain than the time when it shall please God to call me and the time thereunto can not be long have therefore thought good at the present to make this my testament and last will in manner and form following 

First I give and commend my soul in the hands of almighty God of whom I received the same hoping assuredly through the merit of Jesus Christ my saviour to be made partaker of life everlasting and as concerning my body even with good will and free heart I give over commending it to the earth whereof it came and my body to be buried in the churchyard of Halesowen and as concerning my worldly goods 

First I give and bequeath unto Robert Brettell two shillings in money  

Item I give and bequeath unto John Brettell forty shillings in money  

Item I give and bequeth unto Thomas Brettell twenty shillings in money  

Item I give and bequeath to Richard Brettell and Margery Brettell all my instruments of husbandry which I have equally to be divided between them

Item I give unto Amy Phillips my daughter xvj s in money  

Item I give unto Johan Whyte my daughter two shillings in money  

Item I give Anne Brettell one sheep  

Item I give unto Isabell Brettell the daughter of Richard Brettell the younger one sheep  

The rest of all my other goods and chattels whatsoever not bequeathed to cover my debts being prised and my funeral  expences discharged I do fully and wholy give and bequeath unto Margaret Brettell my daughter whom I do make my full and sole executrix of this my testament and last will in regard of the trust I have reposed in her that she will perform the same accordingly and I utterly revoke and anull both in deed and law all and every former testament wills legacies bequests executors and overseers by me in any wise before this time named willed and bequeathed 

In witness whereof I have hereunto put my hand the day and year above written in the presence of

Adam Melly  

William Melly

And others

