Will of Richard Harris of the City of Worcester 10 May 1604
In the name of God amen I Richard Harrys at this present of City of Worcester weak and feeble in body but of good remembrance God be praised therefore considering with myself that I am naturally born to die and that I owe nature a death and nothing more uncertain than the time when it shall please God to call me have therefore thought good to make my last will and testament in manner and form following

First I give and commend my soul into the hands of Almighty God my creator and maker of whom I received the same fully trusting by the only merits death and passion of his Son Jesus Christ my soul shall be saved

And as concerning my worldly goods First I give and bequeath to George Harris and Edward Harris my brothers sons all that my house and close adjoining in Halesowen to them and their assigns during the years now to come in the lease which I have of the same 

Also my will is that George shall have the custody of the indenture of lease and all bonds concerning the same which after the lease ended may do him more gain than he is now aware of

Also I give unto the said George and Edward and to either of them six pounds thirteen shillings four pence which my will is shall be paid unto them of such debts as be owing unto me so soon as their father can gather or levy the same

Item I give and bequeath to unto Mr Gibson and Mr Pettye and to either of them six pounds thirteen shillings four pence which my will is shall be paid unto them of such debts as be owing unto me so soon as their father in law can gather or levy the same

Item I give and bequeath to unto all the rest of my brothers children and to every of them Six pounds thirteen shillings four pence which my will is shall be paid them at their several ages of one and twenty years or at their marriages or within one week after the decease of their father at which of the said times it shall sooneth happen

Item I give unto my brother William all my pastures called Waxlands both together with the indenture of lease during the time of forty years if he live so long upon condition that the said William shall pay for and out of the same pastures to such of the children of the said William as are already married twenty shillings on the feast day of St Michael the Archangel next coming after my decease and so yearly twenty shillings during the life of the said William

And to all the rest and other of the children of the said William as are now unmarried twenty shillings after such time as they shall fortune to marry on the feast day of St Michael the Archangel next after their marriages during the life of the said William And after his decease then my will is that all the same pastures shall come and remain unto all the children of the said William and their assigns during the term of three score years if they shall so long live And my will is further that if any of them shall happen to decease within the term of that then his or her part so deceased remaining unexpired shall be and remain unto such person as shall be then the right and next heir and his heir of the said William after the course of the common law 

Item as concerning all that pasture called Waxland Plaine my meaning is that that the same shall go and remain unto Margerie the daughter of John Harrys according to the true meaning of the will of Raulfe Harris my father

And also I give unto the said Margerie ten pounds in money which I would have paid unto her immediately after my decease

Item I give unto Johane Penn twenty marks in money which I would have paid to her immediately after my decease and also her mothers chair

Item I give unto the poor of the parish where I shall be buried twenty shillings And also twenty shillings to make a dinner to those that shall attend on me to church to my burial

Item I give unto Wm Wall my loving kinsman ten shillings And to my god daughter Elizabeth Wight ten shillings And to William Wight the tanner my playing tables and men to the same And also my bearing Byll

Item I give unto Mr Gylbert Comingsbye Esquire my best gown to make him a night gown if it please his worship to accept thereof

Item I give to my hostess ten shillings and to my god son Amflett ten shillings And I fogive young John Collyns the debt he oweth me

Item I forgive Simon Surman ten pounds and four pounds interest and I give him for the payment of the other thirty pounds leave and license to pay the same by ten pounds a year upon his own bond. 

Item all the rest of my goods and chattels I give to William Harris my brother whom I make my executor And Richard Harris of Goodrest and John Harris of Frankley my overseers and I give them for their pains five shillings apiece

Item I give to Edward Harrys my Vagge Flake and powder and bullets and my sword and dagger

Item I give unto the wife of William Wight five shillings And Bridgett Dimbie the wife of Robert Yarwith five shillings And I do forgive and release unto John Harris thirty two shillings which is his interest for the money he oweth me

Date xth May Anno one thousand six hundred and four Written by me Richard Harrys I do also forgive Richard Harrys his interest I do also forgive Lawrence Persall his interest And because John Baker was misliked without cause for taking of my pastures and yet is I have therefore devised bothe the closes which he now occupieth to him for six years for the yearly rent of four pounds five shillings and at the days accustomed










Richard Harris

Probate PCC 6 August 1604
